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Anatomy of IW Text
In this non-fiction example, children

turned an observational drawing of a
class plant into a diagram to illustrate

what their new vocabulary meant.

The handwriting across the words
looks different because the pen is
being passed between the teacher
and multiple students. In the word
leaves, for example, children wrote
the L and S and the teacher wrote

EAVE.

In the word stems the child wrote an
uppercase E. The teacher has not

worked on lowercase formation with
this child and is therefore letting it

remain uncorrected.

Interactive Writing

Interactive writing is an  instructional method wherein a purposeful message is co-composed by
students and teacher. The teacher scaffolds and supports students in composition, vocabulary,

encoding, and letter formation, ultimately resulting in a conventionally accurate text.

For More Information:



Tool Used By Purpose

Small dry erase 
board/markers

Teacher

The teacher holds the dry erase board in a
visible position for all students in the group.The
teacher models and supports on the dry erase
board NOT the chart/sign/label.

Highlighter and
 Black Marker

Teacher and
Students

Highlighter: The highlighter is used to make the
lines for the message when counting the
words.Black Marker:The marker is shared
between teacher and students to write words

Chart paper/ 
Plain paper

Teacher and
Students

The paper is where the actual project occurs.
You can use plain printer paper, sentence
strips, chart paper or labels depending on the
project.

ABC Chart/ 
Name Chart

Teacher and
Students

You can have one copy or one for each student
in the group or just one copy for the whole
group. The teacher can model how to use the
tools to help write, or ask the children to
engage with it as you work on the project.

Correction Tape NO ONE!

Model and teach how to put a simple line
through a mistake and keep going. This will
support children as they try to engage in risk
taking during independent writing experiences.
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7- 10 minutes small or large group good for pk-2
can take a few

sessions

An Interactive Writing Process

Engage children in setting  plan.
Nudge vocabulary and syntax
Name purpose

Could sound like:
Friends, so many of our markers are
losing their caps! I wonder if there is
something we could do to solve this
problem? I wonder if a sign could help?
What could it say?

Orally rehearse the message. 
Count the words
Make lines with the highlighter

Could sound like:
Let’s say the message and count the
words: Don’t (1) forget (2) to (3) put (4)
caps (5) on (6). Six words so 6 lines. Say
ithe message while I make the lines.
What mark should we out at the end?

Share the pen.
Teacher writes anything too easy or
hard
A few children help on the paper based
on what they are ready for
Teacher supports on the dry erase
board, encourages all children to say
sounds of word
Mistakes get an X and the child tries
again with support
Children watching engage by air or rug
writing

Reflect
Reread the message
Notice and name what you did 

Could sound like:
Let’s reread what we just wrote! Oh
wow, that word “forget” was tricky.
Remember how we said it in parts and
then wrote the letters for the sounds we
heard in each part? You can do that
too!


